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Art Unit: 3629 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim 2 has been canceled. New claims 22 and 23 have been added. 
Claims 1, 3-23 are currently pending in the application. 

Examiner's Notice 

Claim 9. The examiner believes that the word "are" in the phrase "said 
subset ...are linked" should be substituted with "is". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1,19 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As per claims 1,19 and 23, the phrase: "may be linked" makes claims 
confusing, because the word "may" expresses a potential capability, not an 
actual method step. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3*23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Farris et al. (US 5,881,131). 
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Farris et al. teach a method and system for provisioning network related 
facilities, comprising: 

As per claims 1,10-11 and 13, 

-providing (obtaining) a plurality of network parameters information related 
to network segments (C. 8, L. 34-35) provided by network providers (column 8, 
lines 15-37); 

- receiving a customer request for a circuit between said at least two 
terminal points (column 32, lines 36-40); 

- evaluating said plurality of network parameters information in connection 
with a plurality of network parameters relating to said customer request to identify 
the network segments suitable for the task (column 34, lines 12-26); 

- linking a plurality of network segments from a plurality of networks 
wherein said plurality of network segments is linked via at least one facilitator- 
controlled exchange facility to form a provisioned circuit between said at least 
two terminal points (column 32, lines 35-40, 46-48; column 33, lines 42-45; 
column 34, lines 20-22); 

- providing access to the provisioned circuit to said customer (column 32, 
lines 35-40, 46-48; column 33, lines 42-45; column 34, lines 20-22). 

Farris et al. do not specifically teach that said network providers are 
transport suppliers. However, there is not indication in the specification of 
advantages of using the term "transport suppliers" over the prior art. Without 
such indication, it appears that using said terminology would have been an 
obvious matter of business choice. 

As per claim 3, Farris et al. teach said method and system wherein 
the database is updated to reflect the information relating to available 
network segments on a real-time basis (column 32, line 56 - column 36, line 
42). 

As per claim 4, Farris et al. teach said method and system, further 
comprising the step of providing a plurality of network parameter options to the 
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customer before the step of linking said plurality of network segments to form the 
provisioned circuit (column 5, lines 57-67; column 33, lines 36-42). 

As per claim 5, Farris et al. teach said method and system, further 
comprising the steps of identifying at least one customized circuit option; and 
providing said at least one customized circuit option to the customer before the 
step of linking said plurality of network segments to form the provisioned circuit 
(column 5, lines 57-67; column 35, line 59 - column 36, line 47). 

As per claims 6 and 14, Farris et al. teach said method and system 
wherein the step of identifying at least one customized circuit option further 
comprises the step of filtering a plurality of available circuit options with respect 
to at least one network parameter provided by the customer (column 5, lines 57- 
67; column 35, line 59 - column 36, line 42). 

As per claims 7 and 15, Farris et al. teach said method and system 
wherein the customer request is received into an automated ordering and 
provisioning system (column 17, lines 3-26; column 38, lines 15-36). 

As per claims 8 and 16, Farris et al. teach said method and system 
wherein the customer accesses the ordering and provisioning system via the 
Internet (column 20, line 5 - column 30, line 38). 

As per claim 9, Farris et al. teach said method and system wherein the 
segments are linked using an automated ordering and provisioning system 
(column 17, lines 3-26; column 38, lines 15-36). 

As per claim 12, Farris et al. teach said method and system, further 
comprising the step of providing a single point of contact for said customer in 
connection with billing and circuit maintenance procedures from said transport 
suppliers relating to said network segments (column 1 7, lines 3-26). 

As per claim 17, Farris et al. teach said method and system wherein said 
facilitator further comprises a software program running on a server (column 20, 
line 5 - column 30, line 38; column 32, line 36 - column 36, line 42). 
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As per claim 18, Farris et al. teach said method and system wherein said 
facilitator further comprises at least one human operator (column 35, lines 20-22; 
column 38, lines 4-9, 39-46; column 47, lines 18-45). 

As per claims 19 and 20, Farris et al. teach said method and system, 
comprising: 

- at least one processing server in connection with a plurality of customers 
(column 20, line 5 - column 30, line 38; column 32, line 36 - column 36, line 42); 

- a database resident on said at least one processing server, wherein the 
database is updated on a regular basis with information related to a plurality of 
network segments of a plurality of transport suppliers, and wherein said 
information is received from said plurality of transport suppliers (column 32, line 
56 - column 36, line 42); 

- a plurality of exchange facilities in communication with said at least one 
server for facilitating the linking of the network segments (column 32, line 36 - 
column 36, line 42); 

- logic software resident on said at least one server and in communication 
with the database and the facilities to automate the linking of said network 
segments via said exchange facilities to form a provisioned circuit in accordance 
with a customer request (column 20, line 5 through column 30, line 38; column 
32, line 36 - column 36, line 42). 

As per claim 21, Farris et al. teach said method and system, further 
comprising means for evaluating said database information and means for 
providing a plurality of circuit options in accordance with said customer request 
(column 32, line 56 - column 36, line 42). 

As per claim 22, Farris et al. teach said method and system, further 
comprising 

-providing (obtaining) a plurality of network parameters information related 
to network segments (C. 8, L. 34-35) provided by network providers (column 8, 
lines 15-37); 
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- receiving a customer request for a circuit between said at least two 
terminal points (column 32, lines 36-40); 

- evaluating said plurality of network parameters information in connection 
with a plurality of network parameters relating to said customer request to identify 
the network segments suitable for the task (column 34, lines 12-26); 

- linking a plurality of network segments from a plurality of networks 
wherein said plurality of network segments is linked via at least one facilitator- 
controlled exchange facility to form a provisioned circuit between said at least 
two terminal points (column 32, lines 35-40, 46-48; column 33, lines 42-45; 
column 34, lines 20-22); wherein said linking of said network segments obviously 
indicates requesting and obtaining access to said network segments; 

- providing access to the provisioned circuit to said customer (column 32, 
lines 35-40, 46-48; column 33, lines 42-45; column 34, lines 20-22). 

Farris et al. do not specifically teach that said network providers are 
transport suppliers. However, there is not indication in the specification of 
advantages of using the term "transport suppliers" over the prior art. Without 
such indication, it appears that using said terminology would have been an 
obvious matter of business choice. 

As per claim 23, Farris et al. teach said method and system, comprising: 
-providing (obtaining) a plurality of network parameters information related 
to network segments (C. 8, L. 34-35) provided by network providers (column 8, 
lines 15-37); 

- receiving a customer request for a circuit between said at least two 
terminal points (column 32, lines 36-40); 

- evaluating said plurality of network parameters information in connection 
with a plurality of network parameters relating to said customer request to identify 
the network segments suitable for the task (column 34, lines 12-26); 

- linking a plurality of network segments from a plurality of networks 
wherein said plurality of network segments is linked via at least one facilitator- 
controlled exchange facility to form a provisioned circuit between said at least 
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two terminal points (column 32, lines 35-40, 46-48; column 33, lines 42-45; 
column 34, lines 20-22- providing access to the provisioned circuit to said 
customer (column 32, lines 35-40, 46-48; column 33, lines 42-45; column 34, 
lines 20-22). Farris et al. do not specifically teach that said network providers are 
transport suppliers. However, there is not indication in the specification of 
advantages of using the term "transport suppliers" over the prior art. Without 
such indication, it appears that using said terminology would have been an 
obvious matter of business choice. As to providing (obtaining) a second and third 
plurality of network parameters, method steps disclosed in Farris et al. obviously 
indicate a continuity of the method. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 29/06/2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that Farris et al. fail to show a plurality 
of network segments, the examiner points out that Farris et al. does, in fact, 
teach this feature (See: column 8, lines 34-35). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
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calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Igor 
Borissov at telephone number (703) 305-4649. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 872-9306. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's Supervisor, John Weiss, can be reached at (703) 308- 2702. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including After Final 

communications labeled "Box AF"] 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, 7 th floor receptionist. 




IB JOHN G.WEISS 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
9/10/2004 TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



